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1. Name of Property
historic name WHITE RIVER ENTRANCE
other names/site number WHITE RIVER ENTRANCE HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. Location
street & number MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK o not for publication
city, town
state WASHINGTON codeWA county tUIlS; PIERCE code

vicinity
041; 053 zip code

3. Claaalfication
Ownership of Propertyo privateo publlc·localo publlc·State
IKZl pUbllc·Federal

Category of Propertyo bulldlng(a)
~dlstrlcto site
Oetructure
Oob/ect

Number of Reeourc .. within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

4 buildings
___ sltee
___ structures
___ objects

4 Total
Number of contributing resources previously
listed In the National Register

(
Nsme of related multiple property listing: ..Historic Resources of Mount RalnlerNatlonal park

Date

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of "966, as amended, I hereby certify that thisonomination 0request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and prOfessional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property 0meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. OSee conUnuaUonsh•• t,

Signature at certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opini~n, the prollllrty [i]~D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See contlnuaUon.heet.
r/L" u-A' ;;:/..;;//2.::>- _ December 13,

Signature rf commentTngor other official Date
nkf;r£ nf Arrhaeo1opv and Historic Preservation

1990

St4te o/Federel egency and bureeu

5. National Park Service Cartlflcatlon
I. hereby, certify that this property Is:

oentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.o determined eligible lor the National

( Register. 0See continuation sheet.
\. cJ determined not eligible for the

National Register.

o removed from the National Register.
Oother. (explain:) _

Signature of tne Keeper Date of ActIon



6. Function or Use
Current Functio nter categories from Instructions)
DOMESTIC/Institutional Housing: Camp

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Outdoor Recreatjon RECREATION AND elll TIIRE!Outdoor Recreati on

-----------(
7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete: Stone
walls WOOD/Log: Cl apboard
roof WOOD/Shake; Shj ngl e
other _

OTHER- RUSTIC STYLE

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The buildings at White River are similar in plan and design to contemporary
rustic structures at Nisqually and Longmire. The log frame entrance station
was modeled after the Nisqually entrance station. However, the porte-
cochere feature is original to White River and was only copied in the late
thirties at Nisqually as part of the CCC remodeling. Characteristic features
of the other structures in the forested setting at White River are wood-
frame construction, rough lapped cedar siding painted brown and medium-
pitched cedar shake or shingled roofs.
See the attached PNR Inventory Cards for additional information regarding the
buildings at the White River Entrance Station.

(

[XlSee continuation sheet



8. Statement of SI nlflcance
Certifying official has considered the S cance of this property in relation to other pronationally 0 statewide 0 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria IXZIA 0 B IZ)!cOO

( Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) OA DB Dc 00 DE OF OG

ies:

Politics/Government (Federal Administra-
tion of park)

Period of Significance
1931 - 1933

Significant DatesAreas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Entertajnment/Recreation
Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder

State significance of property. and justify criteria. criteria considerations. and areas and periods of significance noted above.

(

The White River Entrance Station complex is significant for its association
with the federal government's administration, management, and development of
Mount Rainier National Park (National Register Criterion A) •. Originally
built between 1929-1931 to accommodate the expected influx of visitors
arriving on the.Yakima Park Highway, White River continues to function much
as it did historically. This complex of bUildings is also significant for
its association with the Rustic Style of architecture (Criterion C). This
architectural theme was used throughout the park on all types of facilities
in a~ effort to integrate man's presence and needs as sensitively as possible
into the natural environment. The Men's Mess Hall and Dormitory (bUilt 1933)
is believed to be the only CCC camp building remaining in the park.
See the attached PNR Inventory Cards for additional information on the
properties located at the White River Entrance Station.

1
I

[!J See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical Relere.s=- _
r e.-------

SEE MULTIPLE PROPERTYDOCUMENTATIONFORM

Previous documentation on !lie (NPS):o preliminarydetermination01 Individuallisting(38 CFR 87)
has been requested

Dpreviouslylisted In the NationalRegistero previouslydetermined eligibleby the NationalRaglster

8designated a NationalHistoricLandmark
recorded by HistoricAmericanBuildings
Survey N:-':'7."'~--:"-..,.--:,...--------o recorded by HistoricAmericanEngineeringRecord N, _

(J

OSee ccntlnuatlonsheet

Primarylocation01 additionaldsta:oState historicpreservation ollice
DOther State agsncy
IKXI Federal agencyoLocalgovernmentoUniversity
DOther
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage 01 property Less than 5 acres

UTMReferences
A UUJU 16\1,012,0,01 15,119,511,4,01

Zone Eastlng Northing
C UUlU 1611,010,81°1 15,119,510,41°1
White River Mess Hall and Dormitory (W-207):

10/ 6 1 ° 1 10/ 5 1 9 5 1 ° °

(
B L!..&J

Zone
D L!..&J

\6\1,01212,0\
Eastlng
\6\1,01°151°\

15,1\ 9, 5\1, 0, 01
Northing
15,119,510,81°1

CXI See ccntlnuatlonsheet

Verbal Boundary DescriptionA rectangle, starting 100 feet east of the entrance stat ten at the
park road, proceeding southwest along the park road to a point 100 ft. west of the SW
corner of the Comfort Station(W-003), then making a 90-degree turn NW, proceeding NW100
ft. from the western edge of W-003 to a point 100 ft. NWof the NWcorner of W-003, then
making a gO-degree turn, proceeding NE along a line 100 ft. from the northern edge of W-003,
to a point 100 ft. east of the northeastern corner of the entrance station, then, making a
gO-degree turn, turning SE to meet the starting IrnSee ccntlnuatlonsheet point at the._ park road

BoundaryJustification
The boundary was drawn to include the primary historic structures and some land
encompassing the structures in order to convey the historic setting.

11. Form Prepared By

IDiISee continuationsheet

name/title Stephani e Toothman, Ph. D, Chl ef, Cu Itura I
organization National Park Service, Pacific Northwest
street & number 83 S. Ki ng Street, Sui te 212
city or town Seatt 1e

Resources Dlvls10n
Reg. date settember 1983

telephone 206) 442-0791
state Washi ngton zip code 98104

.U,S GPO:1968·0·~23·918
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 10 Page _..1-_

WHITE RIVER MESS HALL AND DORMITORY (W-2071:
Boundary: A rectangle formed by lines running parallel to the structure's
walls at a distance of fifty feet from the building.

Acreage: Less than 1 acre
UTM References: 10/610110/5195100
USGS Quad: White River Park, Washington, 1:24,000

Justification: The boundary was drawn to include the historic building and
some of the·land encompassing the structure in order to convey the historic
setting. This building is considered an integral component of the White
River Entrance Historic District but is physically located outside the
boundaries of the district as defined in this nomination because of its
distance from the district's primary significant structures. Its inclusion
within the district (for the purposes of Section 10 of this nomination form)
would have resulted in additional non-contributing buildings and acreage
being included within the district because of their proximity to the
significant structures. In an effort to draw and define the boundaries of
the district as carefully as possible, ensuring that only significant
properties and acreage are included within those defined boundaries,
boundaries were drawn around structure W-207 and are separate from the main
district boundaries (Points A,B,C,D).



1. sn e 1.0. NO J I I I I II I I I Ii\. "ENTORY C~uml ResourcesDivision Seattle, Washington 98121
2 NAME(Sj OF STRUCTURE 5, ORIGINAL USE 1, CLASSIFICATION ';I, RATlN<.

(CARD 1 Of 2) CheckingStation
10. DATE

White River Entrance Ranger Station and Residence
J SITE ADDflESS (STREET & NO) 6, PRESENT USE

RangerOfficer, 1929-31
CheckingStation UitUTM ZON' .. . 'ASTING NORTHING 11. REGU?N

White River Entrance W-OOl Backcntry Permit '; I iii'. I I I I I I I I I I I I .
~ CITY/VICINITY COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:2~ 1,62.5 QUAD

White River Entrance Pierce Washington OTHER· NAME

National Park Service
Pacific Northwest Re9ion

Westin Building, P-"\1920
2001 Sixth Avel1\.

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NFS!tXnrot Rajnjer National Park Tahoma Woods-Star Route Ashford WashjngtcID 98304
11 DESCfllPrlON AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTIlUCTION CATEISI. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATf;nIALS. MI\JOIl Al TERATlONS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND

IMI'onl ANT BUILDERS. ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC . •Log frarre, one-story, seven rooms, "T"-shaped structure with a woodfrarre rear entrance addition; steeply-pitched
gable roof intersects with gable roof extension or stem of "T" and a porte cochere of log post and beamconstruction;
cedar-roof singles; stone chimneyon main gable ridge; whole log rafters and purlins; exterior whole log walls with
woodslab chinking; saddle-notch cornering with M1ittled log ends (crowns); casement and fixed windows;stone and
concrete foundation (rebuilt 1952); interior walls are wall-board; tongue-and-groovefloor covered by tile in main
office; stone fireplace. '

TheRangerand CheckingStation at the White River entrance was built by the National Park Service between 1929-3l.
Initial construction was difficult as no roads were existing to the site. Although the YakimaPark Highwaywas under
construction in 1929, it vould not reach the White River Entrance until the following year. further delays in trans-
porting materials were experienced in 1929 whencontractor A.C. GJerig failed to bridge Klickitat Creek, east of the
site. A temporary cable line was erected over the creek to transport building materials. Theywere then hauled by
shed teams to the White River Entrance. Increased costs delayed completion of the ranger and checking station until
1931.

U CONDITION o EKCELLENT []JOOOO OFA'R DOETERIORATEO ORUINS 15. DANOER OF DEMOLITION? DYES
(SPECIFY THREAT)

l&}UNKNOWN •16 SIGNIFICANCE

Modeledafter the Nisqually entrance station, the White River Entrance Ranger Station was one of the numerouspark
structures constructed under Major O.A. IbmIinson's superintendency (1923-1941) and designed by the National Park
Service, Branchof Plans and Design, under the supervision of Chief Architect T.C. Vint. The station's importance
grewwith the increase in traffic through the White River entrance following the developmentof YakimaPark (Sunrise).
Theoriginal porte cochere, constructed at the request of Superintendent Tanlinson, was recently replaced whena new
kiosk was installed. Otherwise, the facility remains largely unaltered.



11 PftOTOS "NO SKETCH M"P OF lOC"T10N

•

re. lOC"TED IN ANHISTORIC DISTRICT?

19 PUBllC"CCESSIBlllT'l' ~YES. LIMITED 0 YES. UNLIMITEDo NO DUNKNOWN

DYES IB:INO

20 EXISTING
SURVEY~ BNR ONHL HAas OHAER-l

COUNTY OLOCAl DOT HER

DHAeR DSTATE

• 21 REFERENCES HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CO NT ACTS. ANDIOR OTHER

Building File W-001,fuintenance Division, MountRainier National Park; Waterhouse Report on Conseruct Lon
Activities (with photos) 1929 and 1931.

Erwin N. Thorrpson , MJuntRainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver: Historic
Preservation Branch, Denver Service Center, National Park Service, 1981).

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory, MJuntRainier National Park, (Denver, CO: National
Park Service, 1976).

Superintendent's MJnthly Report, (with photo), 4 November1930, Archives, MJuntRainier National Park.

AFFlll"nON

MlRACultural Resource Surve
DATE22 INVENTORIED BY

9/3/82



•

National Park Service
Pacific Northwest Region

westin Building, P ~1920
2001 Sixth Aven,

1. SIIl:.I.D. NO I I I I II I I II H't~ENTORY Cultural Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121
1 tIAMF.(S; OF STRUCTURE 5, OniGINAL USE 7 CLASSIFICATION s. R....TlNt.

(CARD 2 of 2) CheckingStation 10. DATE

White River Entrance Ranger Station and Residence
J SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO) 6, PRESENT USE

Ranger·Offices, 1929-31
CheckingStation

~I UT"ZO.'AS"NG NORTHING 'I. REGION

White River Entrance W-OOl Backcntry Pennit ~I I I I 1111111111.
_, CITY/VICINITY COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:2_ 1,62,5 OUAO

White River Entrance Pierce Washin"ton OTHER· NAME
11 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/llitmtRainier National Park. Tahoma\-bods-Star Route, Ashford. Washington98304 •1,1 1)1 :;r.IlIF'r10N ANn UACKGIlOIJNO urs tonv .NCUIDING CON~TntJCTlnN O""f.l~l. J'H'I'!;ICAI. DlM[N~'ONS. MI\U:ntAt S, M/U('In ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EOUIPMENT, ANO
rMl'f)Jl r AN r UUILOEJ15, AFICUlIEcrs, ENGINEERS. ETC

The structure was originally used as a ranger's residence as well as a checking station. Themain portion
measured21' x 44' with a floor size of 1500square feet. It contained ThUbedrooms,a dining room, kitchen,
a bath, and a bedroom. The "stem" of the "T'-portion measured10.5' x 13' and contained the ranger's office.
Akiosk was located under the porte cochere. It measured13' x 20'. At an tmknown date a rear entrance addition
was erected. It measured8' x 9.5,' and was comprisedof a steeply-pitched, cedar-shingled, gable roof with log
rafters and purlins. Wholelog posts supported the projecting verge and the exterior was covered with rough-
lapped DouglasFir siding.

Presently, the facility is used for ranger's offices, information center issuing backcountry permits and checking
station. The exterior rerreins largely unaltered except for the removal of the original work in 1982. Concurrently,
a newporte cochere was constructed measuring 13' x 15'. Thenewkiosk is located on an island opposite the porte
cochere.

l( CONonlDN o EXCELLENT Dnoon DOElER,onATEo DRWNS o UNKNOWN •16 SIGNIFICANCE
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17 PHOTOS ANO SI<ETCH MAP OF LOCATION

•
--. I
!:'5

18 LOCATED IN AN HISTOfUC DISTRICT?
0'(E5

19 PUBLICACCESSIBILITY DYES. liMITED DYES. UNLIMITEDo NO 0UNKNOWN

20 EXISTING
SURVEYS

DNA ONHL HAas DH"ERd

DCOUNTY DLOCAl DOTHER

OSTATE

• 21 REFEAENCES HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTI\CTS, AND/OR OTHER

_'_'_'"_'_'_"_'_o_"_"_D_"_' I~A_f_f_"_"_'_'_O_N _'L _



0 IIC glOfl X WI1\.
I, 511 e 1.0. NO I I I I I I I I I I I~"ENTORY CUturaJ Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121
2 NAMECS, OF STflUCTURE 5, ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION s. RATIN(,

White River Entrance/M:n's ComfortStation ComfortStation
10 OATE

3 sue AODRE::>S (STREET & NOI 6. PRESENT use

1931
I I B. I UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING It. REGION

WhireRi"e-r e W-002 Sarre IIII I IMIDII I I I I I I I I I I
• CITV/VtCtNITY COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:24 162,5

Whir"Rivp-r Pierce Washin"ton
QUAD

OTHER· NAME

nRO National Park Service
PacT Northwest Re .

Westin Building, F'~1920
2001 Si th A

l' OWNER/ADMIN ADDI'lESS

NPS/tbuntRainier National Park, TahomaWoods-StarRoute, Ashford, Washington
tJ OESCIUPIION AND BACKGROUNO HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATECS). PHYSICAL DlMENSION8, MATERIALS, MAJOR At rERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND

IMPORTANT OUllDERS. ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS. ETC.' . •Woodframe, one-story, two-room,rectangular structure; medium-pitchedgable roof, log ridge beam, cedar roof shakes
on woodsheathing over whole log rafters and purlins; 1 x 8 rough lap (clapboard) exterior siding with log post and
beamframing, vertical log veneer siding on gable ends; two log veneer doors; pivot windows;interior wallboard
siding; suspendedceiling; concrete floor; stone and concrete foundation.

A 1930original drawing exists of the comfort station. The structure, entitled "ComfortStation and Del.coPlant,
White River Entrance," was built in 1931by the National Park Service. TheWaterhouseReport on Construction
Activities (in 1931) reported that "all material was hauled to the site over the completedKlickitat Bridge... "
Prior to the installment of 1 x 8 rough lap exterior siding, the structure had log siding.

Measuring11.9' x 28', one end of the building housed a Del.colighting plant. Today, it is used for storage of
sanitation supplies.

14 CONDITION o EXCEllENT ~IOOOO DfAIn DOETEnlOnAtEo OnUINS rnUNKNOWN •16 SIGNIFICANCE
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18 LOCATED IN AN IUSTOIllC DISTRICT?

19 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY oYES. LIMITED b§VES. UNLIMITED
NO OUNKNOWN

20 EXISTING
SUAVEY!':

OHAER.l

OTHER
DHAEA DSTATE

• 2' REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENces, PERSONAL CONTACTS, "NOIon OTHEIl

Building File W-002, Maintenance Division, M)lmt Rainier National Park.

Original Drawing, "Canfort Station and Delco Plant, White Ri.ver Entrance," 9/11/30 (White River Entrance -
CanpgroundBuildings File, Maintenance Division, M)RA).

David Harvey
AFfILIATION

M:lRACultural Resources Survey
DATE 9/8/8222 INVENTORIED BV



---- --------

nRO National Park Service
PacT Northwest Reg'

Westin Building, r~'1920
2001 S' thA

It-. \IE NTORY
IIC lOll IX wn

1. Sit c 1.0. NO I I I I I I I I I I ClJIural Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121
" NAMElSl OF STRUCTURE 5, ORIGINAL USE 7, CLASSIFICATION :J RA,T1N(,

White River Entrance/WcrnensCbrnfortStation Canfort Station
10 DATE

3 sue ADDRESS (STREET & NOl 6, PRESENT USE

1931
8. UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING II. REGION

White River Entrance, W-003 Same I III I 181111I I I I I I I I I I I '.• CITY/VICINITY COUNTY srATE SCALE 1:24 1625

White River Entrance Pierce Washington QUAD
OTHER· NAME

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/l-blmtRainier National Park, TahomaW:Jods-StarRoute, Ashford, Washington •n fJE~C'W'TION AND OACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION OATE(SI, PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJon ALTEAM IONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND
IMt'QrllANr BUILDERS. AnCHITf;CTS, ENGINEERS, ETC,

Woodframe, one-story, one-room, rectangular structure; mediun-pitched gable roof; log ridge beam, cedar roof shakes
on woodsheathing over whole log rafters and purl ins ; 1 x 9 rough lap (clapboard) exterior siding with log post and
beamframing, vertical log veneer siding on gable ends; two log veneer doors; fixed windowswith rrottled glass;
interior 1 x 4 tongue and groove walls; suspended ceiling; concrete floor; stone and concrete foundation,

..
A 1930 original drawing exists of the comfort station, entitled ''WomensCbrnfortStation, White River Entrance"
(MORAHhite River Entrance-CampgroundBuildings File). Built in 1931 by the National Park Service, the structure
measures 11.8' x 14.3'. with a floor size of 168 square feet. Prior to the addition of 1 x 9 rough lap exterior
siding, the structure had totally log siding.

14 CONDITION o EXCELLENT QlGOOO DOETER'ORATED OnUINS ~UNKNOWN •16 SIGNIFICANCE



. I .... ,. ~1! . I ' ..:.iiJWf .\),";-/.:
11 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?
DYES IKINO

19 PU8l1CACCESSI81l1TV DYES.lIMITEO ~YES. UNLIMITEDo NO 0UNKNOWN• :.'1 REFERENCES HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANO/OR OHiER

Building File W-OOJ,lliintenance Division, M:.JWltRainier National Parle

.1 -;

8NR DNHL HABS DHAER-l

COUNTY OLOCAL OOTHER

DHAER DSTATE

Original Drawing, "WomensCanfort Station, White River Entrance," 9/17/30 (White River Entrance-Campground
Buildings File, Maintenance Division, MJRA)"

David Harvey 9/8/8222 INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION

MJRA Cultural Resources Survey
DATE



frII8 Farm 10-e00-c- • •United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

(, ~"ational Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _ Page _

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000177 Date Listed: 3/13/91

White River Entrance
property Nlme

Pierce
county

WA
ste.te

Historic Resouroes of Mount Rainier National Park
MUltiple Name
----------------------------------------------------------------

(

This property is listed in the National Reqister of Historio
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park service certifioation inoluded
in the nomination documentation.

~,tAt!·!/?#rt~.q~4~.=::--:==::__---- ...:},/I, '''' I~Signature of the Keeper Date of Aotion
=---==----=-=-=:==-=----=====----=----=- ---Amended Items in Nomination:
Classification: The Number of Resources within the Property
should be amended to read 3 contributing buildings and 3 total
contributing resources.
Statement of signifioance: The Period of Significance is amended
to read: 1929-33.
Geoqraphical Data: The acreage of the property should read 4.9
acres.
This information was confirmed with Stephanie Toothman of the
Pacific Northwest Regional Office NPS.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


